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they take everything, because they give the Moors 20 dobras per
slave, and further they carry captives, which they barter away in
exchange for slaves.
The evils which he thus deplored continued. Arguim under the
Portuguese did not recover.
SANTIAGO ISLAND AND THE MAINLAND BETWEEN THE SENEGAL
AND SIERRA LEONE. The Cape Verde islands, situated some three
hundred miles west of the African mainland, enjoyed a suitable
position for operations on the coast of Upper Guinea1. The
largest and least infertile island was Santiago, well-wooded, and
possessing on the south side at least one fairly good natural
harbour which was afterwards converted into the port of Praia.
Discovered shortly before the year 1460, the island came to be
used as a base and entrepot for trade with the opposite main-
land. It was not a very attractive site for a colony. The Portu-
guese government, therefore, tried to encourage colonisation by
granting special privileges to the Santiagians. On 12 June 1466,
the islanders were empowered to send ships to trade up the
rivers of the mainland without having to follow the usual pro-
cedure of applying for licences to the competent authorities in
Lisbon. They were forbidden to send any ships to Arguim, be-
cause the trade of that factory had previously been leased to others.
Apart from this condition, however, they were now virtually
authorised to trade with the whole of the explored part of the
Guinea coast (doc. i). The effect of this concession was to encour-
age settlement in Santiago and to promote trade between the island
and the mainland. Portuguese, Castilian and Genoese families
settled in the island, and negroes were brought from Guinea to
work as slaves upon their plantations. Various settlements grew
up. Alcantrazes in the north became the centre of the captaincy
of the da Noli family. Ribeira Grande in the south-west was
founded as the centre of the captaincy of the Affonso family and
came to be the administrative capital of the island2. Praia, a few
1 The term * Upper Guinea', or that of 'northern Guinea', is used in this
volume to signify the Guinea coast between the Senegal and Sierra Leone.
2 Early in its history, the island was divided into two captaincies, one being
granted to Antonio da Noli, the Genoese who took part in the discovery of
the Cape Verde islands, and the other being granted to Diogo AfFonso, who
in the service of Prince Fernando also shared in the discovery of the islands.